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EABLY MEMOEIAL  OP   SWTZT AHD
EBIEtfDSHIP.

THE following inscription, in the autograph of Addison,
occurs on the fly-leaf of a presentation copy of his " Be-
marks on several Parts of Italy," Svo, 1705, now in the pos-
session of George Daniel, Esc[. of Canonbury.

" To Dr. Jonathan Swift, the most agreeable companion,
the truest friend, and the greatest Genius of his age, This
Book is presented by his most humble Servant the Author."

This is the earliest memorial on record of the friendship of
these distinguished men. The date*of the presentation,
however, is not given.

OBIGUZT OP  THE PSETOOKTME  " BICEEBSTAIT."

" 3STo wonder the run upon Swift was great at the time,
for he had lately started that wonderful joke against Part-
ridge in which the rest of the wits joined so eagerly, and
which not only kept the town in fits of laughter for a great
many months, but was turned to a memorable use by Steele.
In ridicule of that notorious Almanac-maker and all similar
impostors, Swift devised sundry Predictions after their own
manner for the year 1708, the very first of which announced
nothing less than the death of Partridge himself, which
event, after extremely cautious consultation with the star of
his nativity, he fixed for the 29th of March, about eleven at
night ; and he was casting about for a whimsical name to
give to the assumed astrologer who was to publish this joke,
when his eye caught a sign over a locksmith's house, with
Isaac Bicker si off underneath. Out accordingly came Mr.
BickerstafFs predictions, followed very speedily by an account
of the * accomplishment of the first of them upon the 29th in-
stant.' What he most counted upon of course was, that
Partridge should be fool enough to take the matter up
gravely; and he was not disappointed. In a furious
pamphlet the old astrologer declared he was perfectly well,
and they were knaves that reported it otherwise. Where-
upon Mr Bickerstaff retorted with a vindication more di-
verting than either of its predecessors ; Eowe, Steele, Addi-
son, and Prior contributed to the entertainment in divera
amusing ways ; Congreve, affecting to come to the rescue,